
 

 
MEDIA ADVISORY: Party Like it’s 1982 at the 40th Anniversary 

Great American Beer Festival! 
 
WHAT: The Great American Beer Festival (GABF™), the country’s premier beer festival 

and cultural phenomenon, is returning to Denver for its 40th anniversary. This 
year, 40,000 beer lovers will enjoy more than 2,000 beers from 500 of the 
nation’s finest breweries, plus can’t-miss entertainment, games, and more. 
While tickets for Friday and Saturday sessions are sold out, tickets are available 
for Thursday’s festivities.  

 
WHEN:   Thursday, October 6, 5:30-10:00 p.m. 
   Friday, October 7, 5:30-10:00 p.m. 

Saturday, October 8, 12:00-4:00 p.m.* 
   Saturday, October 8, 5:30-10:00 p.m.  

* Brewers Association and American Homebrewers Association (AHA) members-
only session 
 

WHERE:  Colorado Convention Center 
   700 14th St.  
   Denver, CO 80202 
 
WHY:  GABF is the nation’s largest-ticketed beer festival and collection of U.S. beer 

ever served, in the format of a public tasting event plus a privately judged 
competition. Back in-person after a two-year, pandemic-induced hiatus, the 40th 
anniversary GABF is not one to miss!  

 
TICKET INFO: GABF General Session tickets (Thursday, Oct. 6*) are $95 

GABF General Session + PAIRED tickets (Thursday, Oct. 6*) are $199 
 PAIRED-only tickets (Thursday, Oct. 6*) are $129 

https://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/
https://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/tickets/


 

 Designated Driver tickets are $30 each 
Limit of eight tickets per purchase 

 *Tickets for Friday and Saturday are sold out 
  
 Tickets include: 
 - Commemorative tasting glass 
 - Unlimited one-ounce samples 
 - Festival guide and free app to help attendees navigate the festival hall 
 - Access to educational and interactive seminars focused on beer appreciation 
 - More entertainment and event highlights, detailed below 
 
EVENT HIGHLIGHTS: Hangouts 

Visit the Great American Beer Festival Hangouts for a silent disco, karaoke stage, 
live music, games, Brewers Studio, Designated Driver Lounge, and PAIRED.  
 
PAIRED 
PAIRED unites independent craft breweries with acclaimed chefs from across 
the country to celebrate the intricacies and possibilities of pairing beer and 
food. Enjoy uniquely designed small bites perfectly paired with craft beer found 
nowhere else at the festival. This year, 25 chefs will be paired with 25 breweries 
to curate a tasting menu to dazzle the tastebuds of foodies and beer lovers 
alike. For the first time , tickets to PAIRED are available with and without 
admission to the GABF general session. 
 
Taprooms 
The Great American Beer Festival Taprooms showcase innovative small and 
independent craft brewers and their incredible beer. Check out the 
Collaboration Nation, Heavy Medal, and Wish We Were Here booths and 
sample some of the best beers in the U.S.A. 
 
Costume Contests 
Over the last 40 years, GABF attendees have donned iconic costumes for 
themed nights and contests at the festival. To make up for lost time, GABF will 
host costume themes and contests at every session this year, so “Let it Whip” 
for a chance to win tickets to GABF 2023. 
 
Brewers Studio 
Seeking beery enlightenment? The Brewers Studio is where you can relax and 
sip your way through epic stories, impeccable pairings, and palate-pleasing 
discoveries. 
 
IKON Pass Stage 
Live music and great beer — if there’s a better pairing, we haven’t found it. 
Head to the IKON Pass stage for some upbeat tunes while you sip; the lineup 
includes Buffalo Commons, Bonfire Dub, and more. 

 
STORY ANGLES:  Cheers to 40 Years of GABF 

https://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/at-the-festival/hangouts/
https://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/at-the-festival/paired/
https://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/at-the-festival/taprooms/
https://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/at-the-festival/themes/
https://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/at-the-festival/themes/
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fopen.spotify.com%2Ftrack%2F3h5IJ0EzVpkiaoL174GC3M%3Fsi%3D37dd4b8ad9b347d7&data=05%7C01%7Cmeg.weldon%40backbone.media%7C8dc7ad05b78648d25cf108da820cb328%7C2335de4e73364ad690d61e6c359c3191%7C0%7C0%7C637965288309762822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=66rBIHClK6DuHaweadUdZMjbFqXQdMkUdFodfSDPbIQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/at-the-festival/brewers-studio/
https://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/at-the-festival/ikon-pass-stage/


 

GABF has grown exponentially since 1982, where just 24 breweries and 47 beers 
were present; 40 years later, GABF is featuring more than 2,000 different beers 
from nearly 500 of the nation’s finest breweries. 

 
GABF is One Piece of Colorado’s Rich Beer History 
The Great American Beer Festival is proud to have called Colorado home for 40 
years. Colorado has deep roots in craft beer, paving the way for the industry in a 
lot of ways. According to the Brewers Association, in 2021, Colorado ranked 5th 
for most craft breweries/ state, with 428 craft breweries making an economic 
impact of more than $2.4M.  

 
Craft Beer Trends at the Forefront of GABF 
The Great American Beer Festival is a stage for industry trends and innovations, 
including: 
• Stimulating Innovation Through GABF Competition: The world’s largest 

professional beer competition, the Great American Beer Festival 
Competition, unearths new trends and world-class beers that illustrate 
brewers’ ability to innovate and disrupt. Tune into the live-streamed GABF 
Competition award ceremony on Saturday, October 8, on The Brewing 
Network. 

• Registration for this year’s GABF Competition is trending ahead of 
pre-pandemic numbers, with approximately 10,423 entries 
anticipated – our largest to date!  

• Craft beer and food pairings: Now more than ever, consumers are thirsty to 
pair their favorite bubbly drink to delectable food items, and whether 
you’re looking for the perfect brew to accompany your summer BBQ ribs or 
Thanksgiving turkey, GABF provides an inspirational and exploratory 
experience for your tastebuds. Enter… PAIRED®, the unforgettable craft 
beer and food pairing event at GABF.  

 
SOCIAL MEDIA:  Use #GABF and tag @greatamericanbeerfestival on Instagram, @GABF on 

Twitter, and @TheGreatAmericanBeerFestival on Facebook. 
 
SPONSORS:   GABF is made possible thanks to the generous support of our sponsors. 
 
MEDIA: Contact Meg Papanastassiou (Weldon), Backbone Media, 970.389.1907 or 

brewerspr@backbone.media. 
Please visit the following links for event b-roll footage and photos. 
Apply for media credentials, here. 
See the Media Kit on the GABF website. 

 
MORE INFORMATION:  For FAQs, facts, and figures, see here. 
   Watch the 2022 sizzle reel, here. 
 
About the Brewers Association 
The Brewers Association (BA) is the not-for-profit trade association dedicated to small and 
independent American brewers, their beers and the community of brewing enthusiasts. The BA 
represents 5,600-plus U.S. breweries and more than 38,000 homebrewers. The BA’s independent craft 

https://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/festival-breweries/
https://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/festival-breweries/
https://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/paired/
https://www.instagram.com/greatamericanbeerfestival/
https://twitter.com/GABF
https://www.facebook.com/TheGreatAmericanBeerFestival
https://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/sponsorship/breweries-exhibitors-sponsors/
mailto:brewerspr@backbone.media
http://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/press/b-roll-footage/
http://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/press/press-photos/
https://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/press/media-access-requirements/
https://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/press/press-photos/
https://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/info/faq/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2HEd9OWROE
http://www.brewersassociation.org/statistics/craft-brewer-defined/
http://www.brewersassociation.org/statistics/craft-brewer-defined/
http://www.supportindependentbeer.com/


 

brewer seal is a widely adopted symbol that differentiates beers by small and independent craft 
brewers. The BA organizes events including the World Beer Cup®, Great American Beer Festival®, Craft 
Brewers Conference® & BrewExpo America®, SAVOR™: An American Craft Beer & Food 
Experience, Homebrew Con™, National Homebrew Competition and American Craft Beer Week®. The BA 
publishes The New Brewer® and Zymurgy® magazines, and Brewers Publications® is the leading publisher 
of brewing literature in the U.S. Beer lovers are invited to learn more about the dynamic world of craft 
beer at CraftBeer.com® and about homebrewing via the BA’s American Homebrewers Association® and 
the free Brew Guru® mobile app. Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.   
   
The Brewers Association is an equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital/familial status. The BA complies with provisions of 
Executive Order 13672 and the rules, regulations, and relevant orders of the Secretary of Labor.   

   
###   

  
 

http://www.supportindependentbeer.com/
http://www.worldbeercup.org/
http://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/
http://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/
http://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/
http://www.craftbrewersconference.com/
http://www.craftbrewersconference.com/
https://www.savorcraftbeer.com/
https://www.savorcraftbeer.com/
http://www.ahaconference.org/
http://www.homebrewersassociation.org/competitions/national-homebrew-competition/competition-information/
http://www.craftbeer.com/news-and-events/american-craft-beer-week/acbw-news
http://www.brewersassociation.org/education/the-new-brewer/current-issue/
http://www.brewerspublications.com/
http://www.craftbeer.com/
http://www.craftbrewersconference.com/
http://www.homebrewersassociation.org/
http://www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com/
https://www.homebrewersassociation.org/brew-guru/
https://www.facebook.com/BrewersAssoc/?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/brewersassoc
https://www.instagram.com/brewersassoc/

